United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C, 20240

The attached property, the Dover Green Historic District in Kent
County, Delaware, reference number 77000383, was listed in the
National Register of Historic Places by the Keeper of the
National Register on 05/05/1977, as evidenced by FEDERAL
REGISTER/WEEKLY LIST notice of Tuesday, February 6, 1979,
Part ll, Vol. 44, No. 26, page 7443. The attached nomination form
is a copy of the original documentation provided to the Keeper
at the time of listing.

Q/ ﬂ,ﬂé"—-h 3/24/09

7( Keeper of'the/National Register of Historic Places Date

S:/nr_nhl/jjoecke/archives/inventoriesandfrc/certificanletter/certifyletter



—
|

[ e

Fom e w 10 07 Am‘ ‘l“""fzm

UNIT I:D STATES DH‘ART ) NTOF THE INTERIOR i

NATIONAL FAAK SERVICE FOm . (R BRLY

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES "%
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM [DATE ENTERED

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS

TYPE AlLL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS
TINAME

HISTORIC Dover, Brother's Portion
AND/OR COMMON
Dover Green Historic Distrlct
Bl OCATION
STREET A NUMBER  Between North, South, and East Streets ool
and Governors Avenue . —NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY. TOWN . . - - CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICY
Dover — VICINITYOF ' : One
STATE . ) CODE COUNTY - CODE
Delaware 10 Xent - 001-
ERCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENTUSE
X_DISTRICT —PUBLIC X_occurtep —AGRICULTURE  X..MUSEUM
—BUILDINGIS) —PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED B.COMMERCIAL  X._Pank
—STRUCTURL Loty —WDRK IN PAOGRESS ~EDUCATIONAL  X__PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIOLE —ENTERTAINMENT X _RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT ~IN PROCESS —YES' RESTAICIED X.GOVEANMENT  _.SCIENTIFIC
—BEING LONSIDERED X YES. UNRESTRICTED X.INDUSTRIAL —TAANSPORTATION
—NO —MILITARY ~—OQTHER:
JOWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME .
: State, County, City Governments, and Private Owners
STREET & NUMBER

i

Iy, IDWN <L STATE
3 . VICINITY OF
BLOCAT] ON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COUATHOUSE,

REGISIAY OF DEEOSEIC.  gant County Court House
STREET & NUMBER

The Green
CITY, TOWN STATE
Dover Delaware

E REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

une Survey of Delaware Historic Sites and Buildings
{Ses Description for Numbars)

DATE -
1973-1976 ~FEDERAL X..STATE ..COUNTY _1OGAL
DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY REFOHDS Hall of Records
CITY. TOWN 1AL
Dover Delaware

*. - - o b A s Tt e W N L e TR L
v i e« b 3 1 e e e hrmm e e g gt 4 ik fa'n s e o e

[



D PN — e ) ———r A ——— ‘ -

DESCRIPTION | !
2 ¢ -
CONDITION EJ} CHECK'ONE ) CHECK ONE
—EUCELLENY ~DETERIORATED —UNALTENED X.M‘GIHAl #TE
L6000 ~RUINS X_ALTENED —MOVED  DATE
— AR _..uncxl'Otm ERE s v “

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHIGINAL {F KNOWNI PHYSICAL APPEAFMN(. R

The Dover Green Historic pistrict contains most of thaflnnabitad paxt of
eighteenth-century Dover, Raflecting Dover's continuing xolo as' county seat and
state capital, the district contains a related group of public buildings, open :
squares, churches, commercial buildings, office buildings, and residences from all
periods during the past two-and-a-half centuries, Since Dover is the capital and:
county seat, its architecture has always Leen somewhat more pretentious and stylxuh
than the srchitecture of surrounding towns. i

The ‘district is centetcd around the Grean, established as che Court nouse 5quaxe
in 1722.% Around this .square are preserved, in active use, buildings that illustrate
all periods of Dover's history. On the edges of the district are two other eighteench~
century public squares that were laid out to accommodate an Anglican church and u
Presbyterian meeting house, respectively. All the buildings in the district continue
in active use, many for their original purposes, More than fifty buildings in the
district can be temmed "historic” in the context of this nomination. The numbers in
parentheses refer tc the list below and map 3, attached, Shading on the map indicates
previous National Register entries.

South of the Green-

Thecblock of Sta e R
eighteenth-century structures., They are the John
(4), Christ Church Rectory (41); and soa South‘state‘ tre
and the" Rectory! are brlcfﬂhouses, twa' rooms. déep,f
Revolution. The Bannin? House is Eour ba's

Housa has been stvccoed, but its brickworkiis Piemish “bond )y’ aa'is the brlckwork X-14
the Rectory: *Christ Church, alreadynon the Natxgnal Register, is"one of the oldest
structures in the district. * S08 South State Street is, one of the few surviviug, .
frame, eight«enhh-century houses in the district. ‘The land on which it atand; wag’
owned by Caesar Rodney, signer of the Declaration of Indepondence, ‘who may’ have built
the housaﬁ It is a tive-bay, clqpboﬂtd structure with a gambrel toof, one rcéom deap.
The othar-structures in this block were built during the. nineteenth century,]excepl
the modern highway yard ‘buildings. The Vaughn Law Office (3) reflects a mod‘fied
forr: of the. Cottage Gothic style, with a central pedimented cross gable, Thi small
houses on tﬁa west side of State Street between the highway yard and 503 axe’two-story
frame buxldlngs {42), typical of the average Dover homes built during the second half
of thu nineteenth century. They stand on the sites of rental houses owned py Bertles
Schee bafore 1768. ﬂ
[

The bu:ldings on the block batween Water Street and the Green are predominantly
eighteenth~century in style. The Bradford-Loockerman House, the King Dougall House
and Store House, and the LeFevre House are the earliest structures in this block. :

The Bradford-Loockerman House (5), already on the: National Register, . was built
in two sections. The original five-bay, brick portion, dating to around 1747, is
Georgian in detail. The later ninetsenth-century addition on the south iz frame.
The garden to the south and east of the house was created during tha nineteenth
and twentieth centuries on land that has been owned by the Loockerman family and
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their descendents for two centuries. & smali, gumhrel-rooféd frame house that once
stood in the garden has heen moved to a site on Watar Street.

The LeFevre House (40) was builc early in the’ Bightefﬁth centuty. It is a
five-bay, two-story, stuccoed brick housewith original panelling and some original
hardware. A small office wing, typical of the eighteenth century in Delaware, ex-
tends the facade to the north, Victorian trim has been added to the exterior.

e

Also’ in this block is the Eag-e Tavern (8}, previously nominated to the National

Register, which shares. a‘party wall with the Bradford-Loockerman House,
1793, it has Flemish-bond brickwork, which has been covered by ashlar stucco, wooden
lintels, and a portico. The interior was altered in the nincteenth centyry and then
Georgianized in the twentieth century. SOme interior panelling survives.

%

Built before

Anather structure ot note in this block is the McDawell-Collins Store House {34)

which is an early nineteenth-century, frame structure used both as a vtore and as an
office dnring the nineteenth century. It has been reduced in widhh to three hays
and is covered by many of its original clapboards. ORI e

. o

The remaining structures in this block, while not built during the nighteentb
century,.reflect the style of the period, The only modern intrusicns in the block
are the Schmittinger and Rodriguez Law Office (35) which was built' recently in the
eighteenth-century revival style, the Alles Building {32) on fie corner of the Green
and State Street, the Georgian-revival Hopkins House (35) next to the MeDowell -
Collins Btore, and 420 South State Street.

North ofﬂfhe Green- o 5@

The/nlock between th enfan ANo:th strcet is lined hy nineteenth-century
commerical buildings. on the northeast corne of the Grebn and’ state strent stands
the Plem1sh-hond Parke, Building (16), ‘a remnant”of the Capitol Hotel built around
1835 on the site of a much enrlier avern that had been operated by the Battell
and Cummins families. ‘The' hotal “wa ’értiy dismantled about £ifty years ago. to
make a garden for: the Ridgely property on the Green next door. - Extending along the
east side of State ‘Street to North Street is a row of ninet&entn-century office and ,
commercial buildings (17) on-the former tavern property. At North Street, a vest-

.pocket parkvuaq replaced the Hinkle store build‘ng, a large, brick, nineteenth-
century structure that stood on the site of the former tavern stables.

The inter-

vening structures gradually replaced the row of small houses and shops that had
lined the tavern yard. The one twentieth-century building on the block, a small
optometrist's office, replaced a plank house that was said to have been moved from

the 0ld jail lot across State Street.
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The west side of this block of State Street contains the best-preserved row
of Victorian commercial buildings (1B) in Dover. The most ornate of these {s the
Coantral Law Building at 312 Suuth State Street, with its 1888 date stone. Built
during Delaware's peach prosperity period, it is brick with yellow and black terra-
cotta ornaments. Four more brick commercial buildings complete the group. All are
three stories high, retaining most of their Victorian exterior trim,

The Green:

The Green, istorically and architecturally, is the hest- known part of the
distriet. The open square; originally-a town market ground, has been a landscaped
park since 1846. State Street bisects it, and a roadway outlines its perimeter.
During the eighteenth cantury, cthe sgquare was surrounded. by bctb brick and frame
structures. Few of these early buildings have survived in their original form.
Many were remodelled and embell;shed and some have been torn dcwn and replaced.

The eighteenth-century struc%ures thah ‘remain in their original' state are ‘€he Small
Frame House, the 0ld State Hcuse, the Parke-Ridgely House, rov of three houses (18~
22 The Green), and the Tarry,ﬁTerry, and Jackson Law Officc,

The Small Frame House (B) is the oldest documented frame structure on the Green,
built hefore 1793. 1t is a two-bay, one-and-a-half-story frame ‘house with a pitched
roof broken by two shed-roofed dormexrs. It is typical of the small frame structures
that lined the Green during the eighteenth century., The only other intact early
frame structure on the Green is the Texry, Terry, and Jackson Law Office (31},
built’ after 1790 in the Federal style. It is a three-bay, clapboard structure with
a pitched roof broken by arched dormers. The frontispiecs of the main doorway con-
tains a fanlight and arched pediment.

. The Parke-ﬂidgely House (15) is the earliest documented house on the Green. A
portion of it dates to around 1728. It has been enlarged and remodélled, but much
of its eighteenth-century exterior and interior detail remains. Glazed headers
embellish the Flemish-bond brickwork. The main part of the house is five bays,
while the office wing to the north is two bays. This office has been raised from
a single-story wing to two stories and is now covered by the rebuilt main foof.
Extensive additions have been added to the rear.

The row of three houses {18-22 The Green) are of brick, Federal in style; built
late in the eighteenth century. : The Rodney House (25) incorporates an eighteenth-
century structure within its walls, but the present structure is essentially the
result of a rebuilding around 1812, The 014 State House (l1) at the east end of the
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Green was built between 178B and 1792, Although greatly altered through its long
history, it is now being restored to its original appearance; it is already registered.

Around the middle of the nineteenth century, the Green changed in appearance and
function from a market square to a landscaped park. In like manner, many of the houses
on the Green were either remodelled in the latest styles or torn down and replaced by

structurus of contemporary styles.

The Dr. James Sykes House (9) in the southeast corner of the Green was originally
built between 1812 and 1B15. During the 1850's it was completely remodelled in the
Italianate style. The roof was raised to add a third fleor. Pressed brick was added
to the facade, and marble to the fireplaces; elaborate plasterwork embellished the
ceilings. A new stone froptispiece was added to the front door.

Likewise, the Joshua Fisher House in the southwest corner of the Green was
remodelled in the same style at the same time as the Sykes House. Around 1790
Fisher huilt a brick house on the lot. In the 1B50's Joseph P. Comegys remodelled
and virtually replaced it with the present house. The interior is Italianate, with
high ceilings, graceful elaborate stairway, a Greek entrance hall, marble fireplace
surrounds, and elaborate ceiling plasterwork. This house also has a stone frontis-
piece. The Italianate style is also evident in other structures on the Green including
the Henry Stout House {(20), 10 The Green (21), the Kirk Building (13), and the Hope

Building (14).

During the 1850's a bank, a church, and a public office building were built on
the Green. The former Baptist Church (29), now the Century Club, on the south side
of the Green is Greek Revival, with its.Palladian window, keystoned lintels, and
classic doorway, finished in 1B52. The old Farmers Bank Building (26) and the old
County Building (12) reflect similar styles. Both are built of brick in the Ttalian-

ate idiom.

. s . .
The pressed brick facade of the bank is laid in mechanical bond and is embellished
with a moulded brick. Border below the bracketed cornice. The three-bay facade is
delincated by brick pilasters. Raised brick surrounds embellish the triple arched
windows on‘the first floor and the double arched windows on the second floor. The
frontispiece of the arched doorvay opening repeats the detailing in the brickwork
and cbrnice. A moulded brick watertable marks the basement level. On the south
side of ‘the building, a wide veranda with decorative wooden scrollwork and turnings
gives access to a frame wing of the main structure. Originally, this wing served

as living quarters for a bank officer,.

The 0ld County Building is faced entirely in pressed brick laid in mechanical
tond. Raised brick pilasters délineate each bay on the front and sides of the
building.. A raised brick belt course and moulded brick water table mark the first
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and second floors, Below the cornice is a raised brick border and above each of the
double segmentally-arched windows are radiating voussoirs., The cepter bay of the facade
is marked by a cross~gable and pierced by a triple arched window. The pedimented
frontispiece of the door cchoes in detail the decorative brickwork, The building,

which once faced the Green, was moved within this century and rotated on a 90% argle

so that it now fronts on Court Street,

During the transformation of the Green, in 1873, the Old State House (11} was
greatly altered to conform to the new styles. Scon thereafter, the present Kent
County Court House (7) was bullt in the latest style, but it has since been remodelled
in the Georgian style,

The Second Empire style is exemplified by the Captain James P, Wilds House (27)
at the west end of the Green. This frame house has a high mansard roof, rusticated
siding, dormer windows, and porch; it has changed little since it was built. The
First National Bank (19), an older Flemish-bond building, received a mansard roof
and ornate lintels at about the same time. It stands on the first Dover jail site.

The Cottage Gothic style is evident inv16 The Green (22); the original eighteenth-
century frame house was cmbellished with cross-gables, scroll trim, and vertical bat-
tened siding on the front, while the sides and rear retained clapboard siding.

On the site of the eighteenth-century Chew Mansion stands the 1912 Supreme Court
Building (10), a former wing of the State House now being remodelled to become a

free-standing structure.

North Street, Goverpors Avenue, and Water Street:

Three streets on the boundaries of the district have historically been accupied
by rental housing, stable yards, servants' gquarters, and euch light.industries as
blacksmith shops, granaries, and, later, garages and laundries. These areas today
continue in this function. North Street has always been the "back yard" for the
Green on the south and for the Loockerman Street commercial district on the north.
Today it affords rear access for several Green properties, contains a’ few nineteenth-
century frame rental houses, and such subsidiary facilities as parking lots,

Governors Avenue, formerly High Street, was originally only four blocks long,
but: was extended late in the nineteenth century te become a main crosstewn thorough~
fare parallel to State Street.

vt mtm e
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Dur1ng the eighteenth c=ntury, the propert:es on the east side “of Governors
Avenue were backs of the fireen and King Street properties. ‘Diring the nineteenth
century, frame tibuses were built along the street. -largely for rental.. At least
two houses were maved from other parts of town, Inhabitants of the blocks behind
the Green were largely white, working-class. Business places have always been
interspersed among the houses along this street. North of Water Street, a majority
of the original nineteenth-century houses still stand, mixed with business estublish-
ments. 1In this area also is found Meeting House Square, sitc of the Delaware State
Museum, a National Register property outside the district.

' The present course of South Street is a short distance south of’ ;tf elgnteenth~
ceptury location. The street's present location is on higher ground “than the original
plznned site, which would have been in the bed of Neeting House' Branch. The valley
of the Hranch, now largely occupied by the Division of Highways yard, was Dover's
first industrial district. ~The branch was once dammed to provide power. A sawmi,

a baskat factory, tanyards, and other industries were built along the branch,
Archaevlogical remains probably survive under the £ill, since modern. grade is much
higher than the original and foundations' ate shallow. Upstream, Meeting House Branch
was pol;uted by gas plant waste, which gave it the nickname of “Tay . pitch,” Effluvia
from the tar and the tanyard, cventually caused an indignant citizen to buy and £ill in
the tan pits and caused tho town.fathers to reroute the branch through a sewer. Eim
Terrace, a modern residenticl strect on the approximate origifal route of South Street
cast ‘of State, is bullt over fill dumped in former tan plts. The west end of Elm
Terrace stands’'on £i1l over the original swampy tract laid out for a church square

on the 1717 plan. The east cnd of £lm Terrace lics cver a part of the valley of
Meeting House Branch that is thought to have been a dock. The archaeological remains
of the dock are probably covered by fill.

Water Strect west of State Strect contadned at lcast one small house during the
eighiteenth century. A few still survive as a neat black residential block between
state Street and Governors Avenue. On the 1717 plan, Water Street should have been
Long Street, the 150'-wide avenue to the river. At Xing Street, a square was orig- »
inally planned but abandoned when the Green was laid out in 1722, On the rear of
the 200-acre townsite, Eden 1#ill, a Notional Register property, was built as a
visual termination for the west ocnd of Water Street. West of the present Penn-
Central tracks, this original street Is now an unused avenue of trees leading to

the front of the hous
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DOVER GREXN HISTORIC DISTRICT INVENTORY

1. John Barning House, 01d Academy K-218 (529 South State Street), 1770's
house and shop, brick, Georgian.

2. 509 South State Street X-375, )9th century, frame.

3. Vaughn Law Office K-376 (507 South State Street), 19th century, frame,
Cottage Gothic.

4. Christ Church K-106 (South State and Water streets), early-18th-century,
brick church, Georgian, National Register of Historic Places.,

5. Bradford-loockerman House K-104 (419 South State Street), ca. 1747, brick,
Georgian, National Register of Historic Places.

6. Eagle Tavern, Murphey House K-377 (417 South State Street), before 1791,
brick tavern house, Georgian, nominated to National Register of Historic
Placaes.

7.  Xent County Court House K-296 {South State Street and the Green}, 1875,
brick, neo~Georgian.

8. Small Frame licuse K-217 {49 The Green), before 1791, frame.

9. Dr. James Sykes House K-226 (45 The Green), 1812~1815 and remodelled 1850's,
brick, Federal and Ttalianate,

10. Supreme Court Building, Site of Chew Mansion K-323 (East end of the Green),
20th century, briek, neo~Guorgian.

11. 0ld State House K-115 (East end of the Green), 1790, brick, Georgian.

12. 0ld County Building, Welfare Building K-363 (Court Street), 1858, brick,
Italianate. .

13, Hope Building K-366 (21 The Green), 1850's, brick, italianate.

14. Kirk Building K-224 (15 The Green), 1858, brick, Italjanate.
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15. Parke-Ridgely House K-206 (9 The Green), c¢. 172&; brick, vernacular.

17. 321-30) South State Street X-212, 19th century, brick, Italianate.
18. 300-312 South State Street K-387, 19th century, brick row,

19. First National Bank Building X-367 (4 The Green), 19th century, brick,
Second Empire,

20. Henry Stout House K-368 (8 The Green), 19th century, brick, Italianate.

21, 10 The Green K-315, 19th century, brick laliznate.

22, 16 The Green K-369, 1Bth century, frame, Cottage Gothic embellishmente
added 19th century,

23. Row of three houses X-210 (1B-22 The Green), 18th century, brick Fede.al,
with later additions and alterations.

24, 24 Tﬁe Green X-370, early 19th century, brick, Federal.

Federal,

1870's, frame, Second Empire,

28. Joshua Fisher House X-220 {36 The Green}, 1790, brick, remcdelled extensively

1850's, Italianate,

29, Baptist Church, Dover Century Club K-214 (The Green), 1852, brick, Greek
revival.

30. 46 The Green K-371, 19th century, frame.

31. fTerry, Terry, and Jackson Law Office K-223 (48 The Green}, 18th century,
frame, Federal,

16, Parke Building, Capitol Hotel K-212 (3 The Green), 1830's, brick, Italianate.

25. Rodney House, Watson House X215 (26 The Green), late 18th century, brick,

26. 014 Farmers' Bank Buflding X-225 {30 The Green), 1850's, brick, Italianate.

27. cCaptain James P. Wilds House, Site of Manlove Homestead K-211 (34 The Green),

- —

.
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32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37

36.

3g,

40.

i 11,

42,

43,
44.

45,

. WOVER GREEN HISTORIC DISTRICT INVENTORY

54 The Green K-372, 19th century, brick, Federal.

b
Allee Building XK-373 (South State Street and the Green), 20th century,
brick, neo-Georgian.

McDowell-Collins Store House K-345 (408 South State Street), 19th
century, frame.

410 South State Street K-378, 19th century, brick.

Schmittinger and Rodriguez Law Office K-379 (414 South State Street),
20th century, brick, neo-Georgian.

420 South State Street K-38G, 20th century, brick, neo-Georgian.

King Dougall Store House X-381 (424 South State Street), 18th century,
brick.

King Dougall House K-365 (426 South State Street), 18th century, brick.

LeFevre House K~232 {436 South 3tate Street), 18th century, brick,
Georgian.

Christ Church Rectory K-219 (502 South State Street), 18th century,
brick, Georgian.

508, 512, 516-518 South State Street XK-23. and’ K-382, 18th aad 19th
centuries, frame,

Industrial Complex

Row of 19th-century houses on South Governors Avenue.

19th century North Street structures,

s et o,

-
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Dover Green Historic pistrict has retained its original character since
: it was laid out in 1722, Although individual buildings have becen replaced or
altered, land-use has remained constant, and new buildings have been compatible

with existing construction.

. Government:

In 1683, William Penn first introduced the idea of a town to he called Daver
as the court town for Ken&:” The scheme for broad parks and avenues in Dover was
similar to Penn's contemporary plan for Philadelphxa. The -county bought 200 acres
of a tract called Brothers Portion in 1694 and erected a court house shortly there-
after. Streets, squares, and lots were laid out/in 1717, but thera is record of
only one lot sold at that tima. 1In 1722, a newfcourt house was built on the highest

part of town. A new court holuse square, now called the Green, was established there. é

a-\"' .
Two other squares§~church Squaxe and Meeting House Sguare,” also appeared on
the 1717 plan.

Like the o:iginal 1717 Court 'House Square, the Church Sguare was )
found to be unsatisfactory; axound 1734, “its ‘location also wae shifted to higher {
ground. Long Street, originelly planned at 150 feet wide, wag narrowed to 60 feet.
Even though the plan was altered and simplified, it remained the rigid gridiron
that was to characterize American cowns thereaftet.
A
: The old court house was sold in 1723 to John Lindsay, who established a tavern
there. After thc tavern complex burned in the 1860's, Kent County rcacquired part
of the site, where the present court house was built in 1875,

1
A scheme to replace the 1722 court house was inte:rnpted by the Revolution.

In 1777, the British threat to New Castle caused the capital to be moved to Dover,
In 1788, the proposed new court house was bhegun, but now it was to serve hoth the
state and the county. Until the county vacated its interest in 1B73, the State
House served both levels of government, and after 1829, also served as town hall.
In 1856, the county built a new Italianate office building, designed by Alenzo
Reynolds, next to the State House, Moved to a site a short dimtance away, this
structure is now the Welfare Building. The court house of 1875 was originally a
three-story building, now reduced to twn stories and heavily remodelled in the

neo~Georgian taste,

Public offices now occupy other buildings on the Green that were built as
! business or residential structures. However, these structures have retained their

earlier outward appearance.
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Architectural:

Arcund 1849, the character of the Public Square changed radically. Formal
plantings and grass transformed the market square into a formal park. The weekly
markets moved cut of the district, and continue today on a private lot at the west

end of South Street.

Soon thereafter, most of the buildings on the Green were replaced or altered.
The result of this rebuilding was the mid-victorian architecture that characterizes

the Green.

A public building, a bank, a commercial building, and a church built during
this period still stand on the Green, virtually unaltered.

The Farmers Bank in the 1850's replaced its former quarters with a large brick
building on the west side of the sqguare. The county building ard its near neighbor,
the Kirk. Bui’ding, were built at this time, A Baptist church and several new resi-
dences alsﬁ ‘were built -on the sguare during the period. Several other houses were

rebuilt, ptactically from the grourd up.

Anothet»period of prosperity, twenty years later, saw three mansard roofs built
on the Green, reflecting the Second Empire style. Two of these mansards, on the
State House and the First National Bank, were parts of massive modarnizations.
third crowns the Wilds mansion, which replaced the old Manlove homestead next to

the Farmers Bank.

The

For, the ornate styles of late Victorian architecture, the block of State Street
between the Green and North Street offers several examples, notably the Central Law
Building“of 1888, a skilled example of embellished and colored hrickwork.

During the twentieth century, three examples of the prevailing Georgian-revival
stylns have appeared: the remodelled court house, the wings of the State touse, and
the Allee Building at 44 The Green. The Allee Building is a copy of the house in
Philadelphia where the Declaration of Independence was drafted.

Social/Humanitarian:

As the center of county and state affairs, the old heart of Dover has witnesscd
the presence of nationally-known figures. The Roverend Charles Inglis, who was at
Dover from 1759 to 1764, later became first Bishop of Nova Scotia. His wife and
infant child are buried in christ Church graveyard. Francis Asbury, one of the
first Methodist bishops, preached at the court house and took Holy Communion at
Christ Church from his friend Samu=l Magaw, the rector. Magaw and his Preosbyterian
colleague, John Miller, were instrumental in preventing bloodshed between Tory and
Continental militia during the uprising eof June 1776, Black Monday. Asbury's
colleague, Richard Whatcoat, died on the Green at the home of Richard Rassett, where

the old Parmers Bank building now stands,
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Mount Vernon owes its survival in great measure to Mrs. Joseph P. Comegys, who
lookéd after the property while Ann Pamela Cunningham, Regent of the Mount Vernon
Ladies' Association, was isolated behind Confederate lines. Her daughter, Harriet
Comegys, served as regent of the Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association of the Union between
1909 and 1929. Their house is the Joshua Fisher House at 36 The Green.

Mabel Lloyd Ridgely, who lived in the Parke-Ridgely House, was instrumental in the
preservation and the 1912 restoration of the 0ld State House. Throughout her lifez she
led efforts for the preservation of Dover's heritage. ' She was the founder of the Friends
of 0ld Dover, th: local historical society which works for the preservation of Dover
Green and surrc .ding arca. Mrs, Ridgely was a member ¢f the Public Archives Commission
for more than ¢ half-century; she was largely responsible for shaping Delaware's
official policy toward historical matters.

Education:

One of the best-known educators to live in the district was Judge Willard Hall,
acclaimed the founder of Delaware's free school system, His house, the former Eagle
Tavern, stands a block from the John Banning house, which served as Dover's academy

and later as a free publiec school.

lPoliticalr

John M. Clayton was the most famous statesman to live in the district. He lived
for a time in the now-demolished Chew Mansion; he is gaid to have had his first office
in the Dr. James Sykes House., He didd at the home of George Truitt Fisher, known as
the Joshua Fisher House, and, is burjed at Meeting House Square. Clayton is best known
for his role in framing the {luyton-Bulwer Treaty, which paved the way for an American

canal across Panama.

Caesar Rodney, whose famous ride to Philadelphia in July of 1776 put Delaware on
record for independence, lived in a house at the corner of the Green and Bank Lane
that survives in part within a later structurae.

Lincoln's proposal for compensated emancipation, a last vain attempt to avoid war,
was carried to Delaware slaveholders by George P. Fisher, a resident of the Green.
Fisher was unsuccessful, but Lincoln appointed him Chief Justice of the District of
Columbia as compensation for a faithful service in which he suffered considerable abuse.
Fisher is also known for his recollections, a valuable source document in Dover history.
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Richard Bassett, a signer of the Constitution, lived in a house where the 0ld
Farmers Bank now stands. He also owned the lLeFevre House at State and Water streets,
the only Delaware house still standing that is associated with him.

Historical Archaeology:

Since land-use records in the Dover Green district are virtually complete, the
district lends itself to study by social historians. Since the seventeenth century,
new construction in the district has continued on a small scale, unlike other estab-
lished eastern urban centers where sites have been obliterated by subsequent large
buildings. This combination of scale, documentation, and continuity marks the heart
of Dover as an idecal research laboratory for historical archaeclogy., In connection
with the 0ld State House resteration, important archaeslegical research has alrcady
begun. If parts of the Division of Highways property aver are cleared, the industrial
sites there should be found. Since Meeting House Branch has been filled in stages
since the eighteenth century, the entire southern end of the district must be regarded

as a potential archaeologjical site.

Because of the deep £i11 and shallew footings, the industrial sites probably
remain undisturbed by later intrusions. At least two tanyards, a sawmill, a basket
factory, and other water~powered mills have stood here. Below State Street, Meeting
House Branch was naviagble; the dock arca is therefore still subject to archaeological

interpretation.

commerce:

Always in the eighteenth century, taverns surrounded the centers of government.
Three such taverns are known to have operated in the district. The Sign of King
George (later the Sign of George Washington and then Liberty Hall) stood on the
present site of the Kent County Court House, The John Bell family ran the tavern
throughout most of the eighteenth century. During the nineteenth century, the tavern
complex became a hotel run by William C. Fountain until it burned down in the 1B&O's.
Shortly afterwards, Kent County purchased the property for the present court house,

French Battell's tavern was located on the site of the present Parke Building or .
Capitol Hotel lot. Here people stayed while the county courts were in session and
when the legislature met in Dover. A room in this tavern served as the temporary
council chamber before the State House was built. During the nincteenth century,

this establishment was completely rebuilt to become the Capitol Hotel.

‘The Eagle Tavern, or Murphey House, was originally built as a tavern house by
the John Bell family, who operated Liberty Hall at the north end of the same lot.
John Freemar, husband of Nice Bell, was the first Dover postmaster; it is possible -l
that the Eagle Tavern was the first pest office in Dover. ‘ -
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There is no record of the place where the Delaware Convention ratified the
Constitution on December 7, 1787, The event probably occurred in one of the taverns.

! Landscape Architecture:

The Dover Green is an iﬁpo:tant specimen of the Victorian ideal of a formal town
Elsewhere in the district, gardens of several periods reflect changing concepts

The Ridgely and Bradford boxwood mazes were laid out early in
Between

square,
in landscapéngardening.
the present century, expressing a generation's idea of the "colonfal” style.
the Dr. James Sykes House and the Supreme Court Building is a much older remnant of a
baxwood garden. Elm Terrace, a residential street laid out just after the First World
War, was Dover's first departure from the gridiron plan, having been laid out on a
curve along the bank of Tar Ditch by a trained architect who was conscious of the

newest ideas of suburban design.
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1. Name

historic DOVER GREEN HISTORIC DISTRICT AMENDMENT

and/or common

2. Location

street & number THE GREEN —_not for publication
city, town DOVER — vicinity of
state DELAWARE code 10 county KENT code OOl
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
_X_district —__ public _X_ occupied ____agricuiture X _museum
____ building(s) __ private —_ unoccupied _X_ commercial _X_park
— structure —X_both — work in progress —__educational —X_ private residence
—__ site Public Acquisition Accessible —entertainment _X_religious
____ object ___in process ____yes: restricted _X_ government ____ scientific
—— being considered _X vyes: unrestricted — industrial - transportation
X NA no military — other:

4. Owner of Property

hame AS PER ORIGINAL NOMINATION AND CHANGES OF OWNERSHIP ON FILE AT THE KENT COUNTY BUILDING

street & number

city, town DOVER —__ vicinity of state DE

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.  ypENT COUNTY RECORDER OF DEEDS

street & number  g¥ENT COUNTY BUILDING (DISTRICT #.111)

city, town DOVER state  DELAWARE

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titte DELAWARE CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY has this property been determined eligible? X yes ___no
K-394
date 1979 and 1984 , —__federal _X state ___county __local

depositary for survey records Bureau of Archaeology and Historic Preservation

city, town Dover state Delaware




7. Description

Cendition Check one Check one

_X excellent ___ deteriorated X unaltered _X original site

_X_good ____ruins _X _ altered _X_moved date See inventory listings _
_X_fair ___ unexposed

Describe the present and coriginal {(if known) physical appearance

The popularity of Colonial-Revival architecture in Dover and, in par=-
ticular, within the Dover Green Historic District can be directly traced to
the 1909 restoration of the State House. Erected over a four year period
from 1788 to 1792, the building had been Victorianized in 1873. That
change was partially undone in 1909 with the first restoration of the
State House. A second restoration was undertaken in 1962. A third
restoration was done for the nation's Bicentennial. In its present form,
the State House appears much as it did when originally constructed as a
Georgian styled civie building.

The 1909 restoration started a twenty year period of steady coloniali-
zation of buildings around the Green. After World War II, Colonial-Revival
architecture became the most popular style in Dover and most of the new
commercial and civie buildings heave been designed in that style. The
post-1945 examples of Colonial-Revival architecture are based on very broad
interpretations of eighteenth century and classical architecture, but those
from the first thirty years of the century are more narrowly interpreted
and are based on more specific historical precedent.

The Kent County Court House, which is Dover's first Colonial-Revival
building is based on no known building. The large brick quoins are very
similar to those of Mount Pleasant (1758) in Philadelphia. The hip roof,
cornice and tower are similar to any number of eighteenth century churches
found along the Eastern Seaboard.

Directly across State Street are two historic Colonial Revival
buildings and one c. 1968 Colonial-Revival building. The Allee Building
(.4%) is a 1920 replication of the Graff House in Philadelphia. This is
the building in which Thomas Jefferson stayed while writing the Declaration
of Independence. . The building at 410 State Stre<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>